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BRIEF ON THE NATIONAL YOUTH LEADERS CONSULTATIVE WORKSHOP ON SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY, INNOVATION AND DEVELOPMENT IN KENYA TO BE HELD ON 2ND MARCH 2007 AT MILIMANI HOTEL, NAIROBI.

1  INTRODUCTION

The national youth leaders’ consultative workshop on science & technology, innovation and development in Kenya is an activity being organized by the African Youth Forum on Science and Technology –AYFST Kenya in collaboration with African Technology Policy Studies -ATPS Network and various stakeholders who are actively involved in Agriculture, science & technology, innovation and development programmes.  The workshop intends to bring together youth leaders and various stakeholders to discuss Agriculture, ST&I and Development issues in light of the Economic Recovery Strategy for Wealth and Employment Creation (ERS-WEC) 2003-2007, National Youth Policy and now Kenya’s Long Term Vision 2030. 

2 BACKGROUND

If Africa is to build a sustainable science and technology infrastructure, it needs more than just enthusiastic promises from heads of state. Almost thirty years ago in 1980, African leaders Kenya included meeting in the Nigerian city of Lagos promised "to put science and technology in the service of development by reinforcing the autonomous capacity of our countries in this field". Central to this strategy, contained in the so-called 'Lagos Plan of Action', was a pledge that each country should devote one per cent of its gross domestic product (GDP) to supporting research and development (R&D).

On February 2nd 2007, a virtually identical proposal was made by the heads of member countries of the African Union (AU) at their 8th summit meeting in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. The meeting heard a series of speeches about the importance of scientific and technological capacity to development and again finished by "strongly urging" member states to increase their spending on R&D to one per cent of GDP by the year 2010.

For president Paul Kagame of Rwanda, one of the most persuasive spokesmen for this strategy, there was at least one positive aspect to watching history repeat itself. The repeat of the Lagos commitment, he said, showed that African leaders and policymakers had "got it right" in 1980. “Turn words into actions.” Rwandan president urges.

Africa has suffered too often from a gap between intentions and reality. If the continent is to create its own scientific and technological revolution, fine words from the top must not only be turned into concrete policies, but must also be complemented by sustainable change implemented from the bottom.

In Kenya and like many African Countries, there are many reasons why the 1980 promise has not been achieved. Key among them is that, the earlier political commitment to science and technology based development was never fully embedded in 'bottom-up' institutions and initiatives, ranging from small and medium enterprises (SMEs) to community self-help groups. These are the lifeblood of economic and social growth and the wellspring of genuine, sustainable innovation.

Fortunately, there were several signs in February’s summit that at least part of this message has been taken on board. For example, AU heads of state endorsed a 20-year capacity-building strategy for biotechnology that rests heavily not only on national and regional initiatives, but also on active engagement from SMEs and social entrepreneurs.

In the final declaration of the Africa Union (AU) summit, heads of state have agreed on a series of steps to promote science and technology across the continent. Among them, African leaders committed themselves to promote science education and allocate more funds to research and development.

They made a joint commitment to encourage more young people to take up studies in science, technology and engineering, and to ensure the "revitalization" of African universities.

Encouraging more young people to enter scientific and technical careers, AU Summit 2007 acknowledges, requires member states "to pay special attention to the teaching of science and technology"

Noting with concern, the unfolding situation where today majority of young people in Africa in general and Kenya in Particular (World Inequalities Report 2006) are confronted with high unemployment rates, inequality of opportunities in education and training, social exclusion from quality services in health and justice system, poverty and risk of increasing marginalization despite of their huge potential in effecting positive change;

 The AYFST as a youth led initiative is committed to establish a framework and an enabling environment in which young people in Kenya can express their ideas, hopes and pursue their legitimate aspirations and those of their communities.

The first sitting of 1st African Regional Youth Congress on Agriculture, Science, Technology and Innovation in Nairobi, Kenya in June 2005, marked the beginnings of broad collective youth engagements for a youth led network on Science & Technology, Innovation and Development. 

Among other outcomes at the close of the congress was the challenge to initiate a youth led forum on science and technology; a system that would advance the African youth agenda in agriculture science and technology in Africa’s development process and advance its role as the key driver of economic development.

At The second African Regional Youth Congress on Agriculture, science, technology and Innovation in July 2006, the youths and adult partners from over 12 countries form Sub-Saharan Africa gathered in Accra, Ghana to follow up the commitments of the first sitting and pursue further the solutions to the myriad challenges facing African development. The second conference focused on the theme; Food insecurity and health for Sustainable development. 

The second sitting also marked the historic occasion of the launch of African Youth Forum on science and technology and its chapters and a website at http://www.ayfst.org This was an outcome of year long consultations among the youth and young professionals; researchers, youth leaders, social scientists, technologists, agriculturalists, social advocates among others with a passion to reverse the underdevelopment in Africa.
The initiative that was heavily inspired and supported by CTA, ATPS, CSIR among others received endorsement from regional intergovernmental agencies like African Union, NEPAD and African leaders and statesmen who commit to support the African Youth in their efforts to make change in continent.

The forum presents the youth with the platform to engage and utilize opportunities in Agriculture Science and Technology to develop creative responses to the challenges of poverty and underdevelopment in cooperation with relevant institutions of society.

AYFST Vision
Empowered African Communities that enjoy Sustainable Livelihoods

Mission
To build the capacity of African youth in Agriculture, Science, Technology and Innovation and empower them to participate in policy formulation processes and advocacy for sustainable development.
Objectives

1. To build the capacity of African youth through training, information sharing, networking and dialogue in relevant topical and developmental issues.
2. To promote youth participation in Policy formulation and implementation processes at all levels concerning Agriculture Science, Technology & Innovation and development.
3. To promote a culture of science technology and innovation consciousness among the African young generation.
4. To promote youth-led demand driven research and development initiatives in agriculture, science, technology and innovation.
3
THE OBJECTIVES OF THE WORKSHOP

Overall objective

To enhance sharing of the 2nd African Regional Youth Congress, Accra 2006 outcome, consolidate AYFST concept and define the next steps of action in Kenya.

Specific Objectives

1. To mobilize the potential and action partners at country level and update them on the emerging issues from the Regional Youth Congress 2006 in Accra, Ghana.

2. Define the next steps/ way forward for AYSFT- Kenya.

3. Build a consensus on a concrete plan of action that will support National Youth Policy implementation and the Vision 2030 in Kenya
Activities

· Accra 2006 Communiqué dissemination through poster presentation

· Panelist discussions

· Open Forum Discussions

Output 
· Recommendations on the next steps of action for AYSFT Kenya

· Enhanced high-level advocacy for Agriculture, Science and Technology and innovation programmes in line with Kenya’s long term Vision 2030. 

· Technical paper on Youth Leadership in Innovation systems and economic development.

4  
 PROPOSED CATEGORIES OF PARTICIPANTS
1  Policy Makers
                                                      3



2  Youth Leaders              


              25

3  Development partners



   5

4  Private sector

              


   5

5 Universities               




   2

Total number of participants will be 40. 

List of organizations

1. Youth and Children Workers Association-GTZ Prosier

2. Resource Development Organizations RODI Kenya

3. Youth 4 Development Kenya

4. YAADSTI

5. Techno Serve

6. YPARD

7. African Youth Parliament

8. ACTS

9. Kenya National Youth Parliament

10. Maendeleo Ya Wanawake

11. Kibera Youth Development Program

12. Aloe Vera Farmers Association

13. Practical Action group

14. Jatropha Development Foundation

15. Kenya National Academy of Sciences

16. Kenya National Council of Sciences

17. University of Nairobi

18. JKUAT

19. Ministry of Youth Affairs

20. Ministry of Agriculture - KARI

21. Ministry of Science and Technology

22. Ministry of Information and Communication

23. ICRAF
24. IDRC

25. UNESCO

26. JICA

27. NEPAD

28. FAO

29. ATPS

30. DSW - German Foundation for World Population
31. Netherlands High Commission

32. The Danish Embassy

33. Social Enterprenuers

34. ARRF

35. AATF

36. KEFRI

37. Centurion Systems

38. UNU

39. K-Rep Bank
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